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the second Monday of the 
month at 7pm . Members 

always welcome to attend. 

 
 

The Henn Mansion is  
open most Wednesdays 

from 7-9pm   

 
 

Membership benefits for 
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President’s Message  Allen Lewis 
 

       How many windows does the Henn Mansion have? More 
than I want to count and far more than I want to wash.         
Fortunately, a group of five ladies from Key Bank volunteered 
to do just that on Key’s ‘Neighbors Make the Difference Day’. 
Check out Frank’s article to see how that worked out. Besides 
washing windows, our capital campaign project is under way. As I write, the 
material for the roof is stacked up on the Widows Walk waiting for three days 
with no rain and no rentals. A combination that hasn’t been working to our 
benefit, but by the ‘pot luck’ meeting it should be done. Determining what 
color stain for the upper story shake siding is also proving difficult. It’s       
currently a faded yellowish green but judging from the side of the living room 
box window which doesn’t get direct sunlight, it was probably more of a 
mushroom color when it was done in the 90’s. We were going with the same 
color to make it easy, which it is anything but. 

   Another dilemma came up when a permit was applied for with the city 
and a building inspector noticed we had an occupancy permit for a maximum 
of only 40 people. Well for the last 17 or so years we’ve been allowing     
rentals with an 80 people limit and we had a number of those coming up. It 
brought back a lot of memories of when we first started forming the ‘Friends 
of the Henn Mansion’ and the City had reservations about our success.            
Seventeen years ago, upon completion of the two restrooms on the first 
floor, the skimpy occupancy permit was supposed to be bumped up to 130. 
The work was completed, but the paper work never was. The forty people 
occupancy permit hung in the front foyer for 17 years and no one ever     
bothered to read it to notice it had not been changed. They were now telling 
me we had to have an Architect redo the analysis to get the permit           
corrected, even though I gave them a copy of the original analysis completed 
by Gaede Serne Architects. At this point I turned to Tony Hiti of HDS        
ARCHITECTURE INC. Tony, along with his wife, Maryanne (our first      
president) were involved with originally setting up the ‘Friends of the Henn 
Mansion’. In a matter of days, he met me at the Henn to do a walk through 
(as we stepped over items for the upcoming Flea Market), and provided the 
city with the analysis and drawings needed for the new occupancy permit. 
The Henn is very fortunate to have a well-rounded collection of people by 
her side to keep her moving. If you make it to the ‘pot luck‘, check out our 
new occupancy permit in the front foyer. It will probably be the last time    
anyone will ever look at it. 

  Speaking of the ‘pot luck,’ we have a guest speaker who had once 
lived on the third floor of the Henn for almost a year. Recently, she stopped 
at the Henn, noting what good condition it was in and surprised that our  
rentals were allowed beer and wine permits. She said when they took care of 
the rentals in the 70’s, no alcohol was permitted. Although I knew the man-
sion was rented when the city was using it, I didn’t realize it was rented out 
that long ago. Come hear the rest of her story, August 14

th
 at 6pm. See you 

then. 
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KEY BANK VOLUNTEERS AT THE HENN Frank Hoffert 
 

Annually, Key Bank offers “KeyBank Neighbors Make the Difference Day” 

to the Henn Mansion.  We send an application to Key Bank requesting 

the number of volunteers we would need. The employees chose the     

project they would like to work on.  Five Key Bank employees volunteered 

to work at the Henn Mansion.  On the afternoon of Wednesday May 24, 

the five Key Bank volunteers arrived at the mansion to wash the interior 

windows.  The five were Kathryn Plesmid, Jewlie Sedlak, Julie  Ilcin, 

Melissa Zaller, and Kathy Walters, who headed the project. 
 

This was an excellent team as they got to know each other and to        

experience working together. The group worked together very well and 

they reported, at the end, that they enjoyed themselves doing this work. 

Furthermore, the windows, which were rather dirty, were made wonderfully clean.  
 

All five of these volunteers were from Key Bank offices in downtown Cleveland and all five reside in 

Euclid, which made this experience special.  One of the volunteers even had her wedding reception 

at the Henn.  Because all the volunteers lived in Euclid, they all requested working at the mansion 

as they were familiar with it. 
 

After completing their work, they were given a tour of the house by trustees Allen Lewis and Frank 

Hoffert, who had also washed windows.  All of the volunteers were very impressed with the building 

and exhibited a keen interest in it. 
 

Kathy Walters, one of the volunteers sent the following email to Allen Lewis.  
 

“On behalf of everyone that volunteered yesterday at Henn Mansion, a big thanks to you and Frank 

for making the day so enjoyable. We were happy to help however we could and having you two 

there to shepherd us through the day was amazing. I particularly loved the tour and hearing the  

history of Henn – your passion for the mansion is contagious.  We all take pride in the work we do 

for KeyBank and even more so when we have the opportunity to volunteer within our own          

community. 
 

The Board of Trustees is very grateful and thankful for the outstanding service of these wonderful 

volunteers. 
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The Henn Mansion Flea continues to grow!        Erin Frank 
 

Do you know how many steps there are walking down into the basement? Do you know if there is 
a fireplace in the basement? Do you know about the secret door under the foyer stairs with a 
small sign behind it that says “Men” with an arrow? Do you know about head elf, Ginny? If you           
answered 13, yes, yes, and yes - then I can guarantee you’ve volunteered at the Henn Mansion 

Flea in the past!  
 

I am a newer volunteer and I thought it would be fun to write 
about the Flea from my perspective, since this was my very first 
one. On Wednesday evenings I help hostess for the open 
houses.  After a few weeks, I was quickly recruited to help take 
items down into the basement when we had some quiet time 
with tours. I knew her then as just Ginny, but after walking down 
the stairs many times I saw the notes from “Elf Ginny,” near the 
bottom of the stairs advising me where to put items. I now     
understand how she got this fitting nickname. Ginny keeps the 

event organized and moving forward. We are very grateful for her years of service. Ginny is    
humble and kind and very appreciative of all our volunteers. We could not make this event such 
a success without all of you! Whether you brought items 
to donate, took items downstairs on a weekly basis, 
brought items up during the week of the Flea, took time 
staging one of the rooms, volunteered your time the days 
of the events, bagged items and cashed people out, put 
all the leftover items in boxes, or drove your car to Savers 
afterwards - THANK YOU! From the bottom of all our 
hearts, we thank you for your service and dedication to 

this event!   
 

This year’s Flea 
saw a staggering $7,287.15 in funds raised for the Henn 
Mansion. This includes $361.95 that Savers paid for the 
car loads of left over items we took them on Saturday 
evening after the event was over. The event continues to 
grow with people coming back year after year.            
Consistency is key with the date. Every year on the last 
weekend in April, the Henn Mansion opens its doors to 
the public for this 
annual event. We 

have a preview sale the Friday evening from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
where guests can pay $5 to enter early. On Saturday, the 
doors are open at 9 a.m. and go until 4 p.m., with the last 
hour  reserved for extra special deals.  
 

The Flea will continue to grow with your help! Telling your 
friends, getting excited, and donating items all help to make 
each year more successful than the last. It opens up the 
space to allow people to see the venue and consider future 
events as well. Mark your calendar for the 2018 Flea  Market, 
April 27, 28 and don’t  forget that we take donations all year!  
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Historic Restaurant Group 
Tour           June Daugherty 

I believe you will like the   Wednesday, 
Oct 11 tour to  Fourks, 8500 on    
Mentor Station St., Mentor, OH.,      
440-266-9188.  
 

It is in the old brick Matchbox Cotton 
Factory. The factory look has been 
replaced by modern, updated booths, 
tables and many pictures. Food and 
service-- both good.  A large lunch  
selection of soups, salads, and     
sandwiches run from $9 to $13.  An 
art gallery is also available for guest 
perusal. 

 

We'l l meet at 
11:00a.m. in the 
Henn parking lot. 
Drive time is about 
30 min. Call June at 
216-261-1460 if you 
need directions or 
can drive.   

 

I hope you are free to join us.  

 Gisela Pacheco 

 Ginny Petrie 

 Bernie Walsh 

 Rosemarie Wright 

 Susan Wright 

 Sandie Brochak 

 Chris Carter 

 Kathie Dietrich 

 Linda Evans 

 

Henn Rentals  Pat Brady 

 

It’s not just the beautiful leaded glass windows nor fancy carved mantels that keep friends and 
neighbors coming back to the Henn Mansion to hold their important events. It’s also the smiles of 
our hostesses who make guests feel welcome in Euclid’s gem on Lake Erie’s shore.  
 

Volunteer hostesses who deserve special thanks during a busy February through June are: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

After being closed for house maintenance in January, the Henn juggled 43 rentals in the first half of 
this year, generating a total income of $14,290. Additionally, the City of Euclid, the legal              
government mansion owner, hosted four of its own city meetings already this year.  
 

Hostesses, our links to renters, receive many positive comments about the house and patio          
improvements.  Thanks to our volunteers, the Henn continues to receive necessary revenues to   
ensure it can long share breathtaking lake views with our many visitors. 

 Mary Grant 

 JoAnn Hanlon 

 Marianne Monaghan 

 Elaine Murphy 

Kathy Dietrich and Pat David are 
maintaining the landscaping under 
the Henn Mansion sign on Lake 
Shore Blvd 

T e r r a c e    
Plantings are 
b e i n g       
m a i n t a i n e d 
for the season 
by: 
Susan Wright, 
Coletta Bauer, 
Betsy McCort, 
Vicky Geer 
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Room with a View and Great Furniture Too!           Debbie Lewis 

 

Have you ever ventured up to the second-floor landing at the Henn      
Mansion and enjoyed the wonderful view of the lake?  If you have, while 
admiring the lake, you may have noticed some very unique furniture.  
There is a richly carved antique empire style sofa and two chairs, which 
we believe date to the 1920s. One afternoon, board member Charlene 
Mancuso, Al and myself sat up there discussing what changes we could 
make to improve the wine tasting. We started to talk about the furniture, 
noticing that the fabric was starting to tear just from being so very old. We 
knew it was left to the Henn Mansion, in a will years ago. But then we 
started to ask who was that person that left this to the Henn?  Did anyone 
document this gift? Does anyone know? Well it seemed to be a big       
mystery, that was far too long ago to solve. June Daugherty remembered the lady lived in an       
apartment off E.200

th
 street. Former Henn Mansion President Jean Reilly remembered that it was 

donated in 1999 and her first name was Jean (wonder why that fact stuck with her?). Pat Brady said 
she had run into a relative of this donor who worked at the senior center years ago, but didn’t have 
her name. With that information to go on, I wondered, could the donor have been thanked in a 
newsletter? So, I got out a stack of old newsletters to dig thru. Where do I start? I thought this is  
going to be very time consuming.  The first newsletter I picked up was Spring/Summer 1999. Lo 
and behold, there in Jean Reilly’s Presidents Message: 
 

“Special thanks to Jean Brandt, who recently passed 
away. She willed the Henn Mansion some very lovely    
antique furniture (visit it on the upstairs landing). Thanks 
also to her niece Karen Tomseck who saw her wishes 
were carried out.”     Jean Reilly  
 

That one small paragraph answered everything!  
 

Mystery solved!  As I looked over several newsletters, I realized how much information is packed 
into these.  Years from now will someone be looking thru these thinking about all of our gains and 
losses? As I read over the ups and downs of the Henn, I thought 
about what a long journey this has been and what a long way we 
have come.  Now it is time to reupholster this great furniture, for it 

has been around a long 
time, just as this great 
house that it now calls 
home.  An appropriate 
fabric has been           
purchased, and soon 
piece by piece It will be 
redone, to continue its long journey hand in hand with the 
Henn Mansion.  So, THANKS AGAIN Jean Brandt for this  
treasured gift as it is a perfect fit and will be enjoyed for 
many years to come!   
 

Keep a look out in future newsletters for before and after 

pictures, or better yet go upstairs to see the great lake 

view!     



New volunteer spotlight            Erin Frank 

 

Hi there! My name is Erin and I started volunteering with the Henn Mansion 
this past winter. I visited the Henn for the first time last fall on a seasonably 
warm afternoon. My husband grew up in Willowick and had always known 
about the Henn and I had never been there. We took a walk around the 
grounds and admired the beauty of the building. Of course, the Henn was 
not available for tours because it wasn’t Wednesday between 7PM-9PM, 
but I saw a flyer in the window asking for volunteers. I worked as a wedding 
planner for many years and was making a big career shift. I knew I would 
miss the interaction of exciting special events, so I emailed over 
my information. I filled out an application and next thing I knew, I was a hostess on Wednesday 
evenings. I really enjoy interacting with guests and showing them all my favorite spots in the 
home. An easy one to point out is the wallpaper picture upstairs. Guests love to see the old     
wallpaper and it creates a lot of fun discussion on the tour. Do they think it matches closely? Do 
they like the choice? They always have such fun commentary on this piece!   
 

Another project that I’m working on is monitoring the social media presence of the Henn Mansion. 
With a small committee of volunteers, we have started the process of engaging with guests on  
social media starting with Facebook and reviews. When someone has a favorable review of our 
services, we thank them for that. When someone posts a photo or “checks-in” on Facebook, we 
like it. We’re starting small and looking first at what is out there about us and correcting any      
information that might not be accurate. Our hope is to start posting content to Facebook in the  
future to engage our guests in another way. Do you have a friend, child, grandchild that may want 
to help with this and get some community hours? We’re looking for creative people to create 
some fun posts! Let us know. We can’t wait to see how this helps with growing the number of 
rentals!  
 

 
 

 

Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc 
Page 6          www.hennmansion.org                August 2017 

John Vitale refreshed the  
fireplace mantels 

Del Tekieli with her donation of a buffet for 
the breakfast room. 
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Friends of the 
Henn Mansion Inc, 
Board Members 
 

Officers 
 

President 
Allen Lewis 
 

Vice President 
Frank Hoffert 
 

Treasurer 
John Barndt/ 
Carole Price 
 

Secretary 
Jim Fuertes 
 

Board of Trustees 

Charlene Mancuso 

JoAnn Hanlon 

Charlotte Masterson 

Virginia Petrie 
 

Honorary Trustees 

Dennis Berzinskas 

Martha Brennan 

Thomas Cooke 

June Daugherty 

Albert Hanes 

Robert Hanes 

Maryanne Hiti 

Greg Jurcisin 

Roger Kelly 

Meg McGarry 

John Monroe 

Albert Parker 

Jean Reilly 

Robert Tilk 

John Vanas 
 

House Manager 

Pat Brady 

Rental Coordinator 

Vicki Greer 

Hostess Chair 

Chris Carter 

 

Mission Statement: 
 The Mission of the Friends of the Henn Mansion, 

Inc. is to preserve, maintain and ensure the continued        

viability of the Henn Mansion as a resource to the citizens 

and businesses of  Euclid and the surrounding communities. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Mail form along with your check made payable to: 

Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc., 23131 Lake Shore Blvd., Euclid, OH 44123 
 

 ___Senior 65+ ($10)  ___Lakefront Society ($250-299) 

 ___Individual ($20)  ___Historic Preservationist ($500-999) 

  ___Family ($40)     ___Mansion Benefactor ($1,000 +)  

 ___Grand Staircase($100-249)  

 

Name  

Address  

City, State, Zip  

Telephone  

E-Mail  

Volunteer Opportunities: Board Member  Hostess 

    Membership  Flea Market 



Upcoming Events 

Time to Renew Rent a Mansion 
 

Henn Mansion rentals are filling up fast. 
Call 216 731-5060 or  

stop by Wednesday Evenings from  
7-9pm.  

We will be happy to show you around. 

Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc. 

23131 Lake Shore Blvd. 

Euclid, OH 44123 

Contains Dated 

Material 

Nonprofit Org 

US Postage Paid 

Cleveland OH 

Permit No. 2396 

Address Service Requested 

 

Aug 14
th
  Board Meeting & Annual Potluck  

  Picnic, 5:30pm 
Sept. 11

th
  Board Meeting, 7pm 

Oct. 9
th
  Board Meeting, 7pm 

Nov. 13
th
  Board Meeting, 7pm 

Dec. 11
th
  Board Meeting, 7pm 

2018 Event: 
 

Feb 10
th
  Wine Tasting 

 

Your membership expires on the date shown 
on your address label. It’s easy to renew, just 
use the form on page 5. If there are no changes 
to your personal information, just check the    
appropriate membership type and mail with your 
check. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

HENN FLEA MARKET 
 

When your garage sale is over, consider       
donating your unsold items to our annual flea 
market fund raiser. Items can be dropped off at 
the Mansion Wednesday evenings between      
7-8:30 p.m.  
Please remember we are unable to accept 
large furniture, large sports equipment, clothing, 
electronics, appliances.  

2017 Calendar of Events: 


