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Please renew your yearly 
membership through either 
the Capital Campaign or the 

membership form in this 
newsletter.
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date.

The Henn Mansion is open 
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The Friends’ Board meets the 
second Monday of the month at 
7pm. Members always welcome 

to attend.
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President’s Message by Allen Lewis

Final Results from our
2018 Capital Campaign

The ship has finally come in for the Henn Mansion, 
and when it did, it landed at the top of the main
staircase. There are actually several of them sailing 
around on the ‘new’ light fixture replacing a ceiling 
fan. The fan was seldom used, largely because the 
only switch was a remote control kept out of sight in the office. A wall 
switch has now been installed and the ceiling fan replaced with a 1920’s 
Romance Revival Chandelier. Prior to this, we had been using reproduction 
lighting that gives a crisp new look, while keeping a sympathetic style for 
the Henn. I’ve been hunting for an early period Art Deco chandelier to
replace the rather out of place ceiling fan. However, certain Art Deco 
lighting is more appropriate for movie theaters or hotels and was not 
often used for residential, making it difficult to find the right piece. The 
Romance Revival light complements other Romance Revival elements 
throughout the Henn, such as the fireplaces, exterior buttresses, and 
graduated slate roofing. The ships on the light itself are actually
repeated on the basement fireplace original tile inset. The end result is

an interesting light at the top of the staircase that
reminds everyone we are in a home built in the 
1920’s. 

   Since we are on the history topic, I would like 
to mention that Elaine Murphy will present a slide 
show on the early days of the Henn Mansion at the 
Member’s Meeting (April 8th). Desserts and
beverages will accompany the presentation and the 
Board of Trustees election will follow.

Last year’s Capital Campaign was another success thanks to our
generous members. A total of 84 donations adding up to $8,538! These 
funds covered the painting and repair of all the basement windows, and 
all but one of the window wells. The final window well requires entire 
rebuilding and will be completed before summer. The iron grates have a
manufacturing issue that may require a new source. Please remember the 
2019 Capital Campaign which runs through December 31st 2019.
THANK YOU!                                                                                                                   
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 by Debbie Lewis

Board Of Trustees Seeks New Members

The 3rd annual Henn Mansion volunteer appreciation dinner was held on a 
blustery, but sunny January day with 48 dedicated volunteers attending. This was the 
highest attendance to the annual dinner yet! The mansion looked elegant with the 
decorations that volunteer Ginny Petrie chose and so perfectly set up. The theme 
was very complimentary to the lakefront setting of the Henn Mansion, with white
tablecloths, long blue velvety ribbons, sea glass pebbles and flower arrangements 
with glittery seahorses adorning every table. On arrival guests were treated to
appetizers of fruit with a yogurt dip and French onion crostini, giving them a chance 
to chat and mingle while music played softly in the background. Salads were served, 
after which attendees had a choice of three entrées: Salmon with lemon dill, Chicken 
Cordon Bleu, or Vegetarian Lasagna. The entrees were wonderfully presented and 
prepared by the staff of Artistic Catering, LLC. Dinner was followed by a fabulous

hot chocolate bar with everything you can
imagine to mix into your drink: mint chocolate, 
coconut, crushed candy bars, marshmallows, 
whipped cream, white chocolate. You name it, it 
was there! Along with the hot chocolate delicious 
pound cake was served with grilled peaches and 
whipped cream, a perfect way to end a wonderful 
get-together on a cold January night!

We would like to thank volunteers, Ginny Petrie, Vicky Geer, Elaine
Murphy, Allen Lewis, and Debbie Lewis for making this special event
possible!! If this sounds like a fun way to spend a winter day, by all means 
VOLUNTEER! Then you will receive an invitation to next year’s event!

Obviously, you are reading this newsletter because you 
have a deep and sincere interest in the Henn Mansion.  
If you would like to learn about the management of the 
mansion, have input into the direction of the mansion’s 
future, wish to ensure its existence and help decide about 
the repairs and renovation, think about attending a
meeting or two of the Board of Trustees. Board meetings 
are held on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. at the mansion.  

Members of the Friends of the Henn Mansion are 
always welcome at the monthly meetings. By attending
a monthly meeting, you, hopefully, will consider
becoming a member of the Board of Trustees and you will 
be able to have input and make decisions about the above 
mentioned issues. Our revised by-laws permit a total of 

eighteen Board members and, currently, there are several 
openings. The current Board members truly desire to
enlarge the Board and would welcome suggestions and 
ideas to come from new members.

If you do decide to be on the Board, it is a requirement 
that you are an active member of “The Friends of The 
Henn Mansion” in good standing. After being voted in as a 
Board Member, you will need to attend monthly meetings 
which usually last under two hours. There are also several 
opportunities to be on committees for planning
fundraising events, which can be a very rewarding
experience.

Therefore, please take this opportunity to be more 
active in protecting and developing the Henn Mansion by 
considering joining the Board of Trustees

 by Frank Hoffert



Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc.
www.hennmansion.org

Tag & Treasure Sale 2019
Fabulous Fundraising Event!

Spring 2019  -  page 3

 by Ginny Petrie

      I am continually amazed how one improvement in a 
house leads to another and another. In 2018 our
Capital Campaign was put to fixing the basement
windows which were in need of restoration. They are
almost 100 years old, and every grand dame can use 
a facelift! Well, with the windows looking so good, it 
seemed appropriate to spruce up the basement a bit. So, 
I swept the floor! With our antique broom! John Rantala 
came in with his shop vac and his muscles, and got rid 
of some of the antique clutter. 
Wow, thank you!
     Then President Al Lewis and 
his wife Debbie assessed the 
space and found shelves at 
our local big box store on sale. 
Beautiful, big shelves appeared, 
assembled and installed thanks 
to this wonderful duo and voila, 
our basement looks almost 
good enough to hold the Tag & 
Treasure Sale downstairs…. If 
only we had an elevator to get 
people down the narrow stairs!  
(Hmmm Capital Campaign 2020?)
     BUT, since we are not installing an elevator, I must 
once again put out the call for volunteers to help with the 
2019 TAG AND TREASURE SALE slated for the last Friday 
& Saturday of April (April 26 & 27).  
     While previous volunteers are still remembering our 
wonderful APPRECIATION DINNER, and all who missed it 
missed a winner by the way, please open up your
calendars to the following dates because I can't do this 
alone!  
     Here is the schedule: MONDAY, April 22, tables need 
to be moved between 10am and 8pm. We need some 
strong guys to help with this. If you are available let 
Al Lewis know, for he is the main mover of tables and 

knows how to carry big things without hurting the house. 
TUESDAY from 6:30-8:30 pm, we need 8 people to help 
the Boy Scouts from East Shore Church bring all the boxes 
upstairs. Another group of adults will be on the floor to 
show the younguns where the boxes should go.
WEDNESDAY begins unpacking of treasures, setting,
placing, cleaning & arranging. Hours are from 8:30 am to 
9:00 pm. Choose the time you have free and come help 
us for 3 hours. Plan 3-hour intervals minimum. We find 

that you just about get
started and then have to leave 
if you come in for shorter
periods of time. THURSDAY is 
more of the same with
pricing being the main activity 
in the afternoon and evening. 
FRIDAY we’ll put finishing 
touches on the project and 
need about 6 people to be 
available for the Early Bird 
Sale: cashiers, baggers,
greeters and spotters. Then 
SATURDAY we need people

willing to cashier, bag, greet and spot all day long from 
9am to noon or noon to 4pm. Another crew is needed to 
come in fresh to help clean and pack at 4 pm along with 
our Boy Scouts from Our Lady of the Lake. I'm praying 
these fellows come through again this year. Prayers and 
Help! That's ALL I'm asking.
     Call me now and sign up to help.....it really is fun....like 
Christmas.......you never know what treasure you'll find!  
My phone number is 216-731-9376. If I'm not there, 
leave a message with your name, phone number, and 
what times you can work. Many hands make light work.
     Oh, lest I forget......I am Ginny Petrie.....Happy Henn 
herself.  “Cluck, cluck.”

President Allen Lewis and Debbie Lewis were able 
to purchase an approximately 125-year-old table for 
the East porch entryway. Al restored the table’s finish 
and added drawers and hardware. It came with a 
gorgeous black marble top, which will resist damage 
from scratches and spills. At a cost of $65 and a lot of 
hard work, the table looks at home on the East porch.

Antique Table
For The

East Entry
Foyer
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Our hostesses were kept busy this past year with 85 events! Weddings and baby showers were still our most
popular events – we had 12 of each, along with 9 memorials, 8 bridal showers, 6 birthday parties, a graduation party, a
retirement party, 7 city meetings, the Garden Club of Euclid’s monthly meetings, and 17 various other events.

If you think you’d like to host events here at the historic Henn, give us a call at the office and let us know. We meet 
each month on the first Tuesday at 1 pm. Chris Carter can give you all the information you need.

Come join us for the fun!

2018 Event Recap

Little Known Board Achievements by Frank Hoffert

Henn Board of Trustees President Allen Lewis and Board Member Virginia Petrie inform members of the 
Friends of the Henn Mansion via newsletter articles about significant developments and projects of the Trustees, 
such as improvements made with Capital Campaign funds to the front and side entrances, and the results of the 
Tag and Treasure Sale. However, many of the less prominent achievements of the Board are usually unknown to 
the members. The purpose of this article is to mention some of the lesser known projects of the Board that have 
happened over the past few years.

President Al Lewis is the person who discovers areas of the mansion that need repair or attention and oversees 
the maintenance. Occasionally he will do smaller projects himself, but usually relies on outside contractors to com-
plete larger projects. John Rantala, our maintenance person, is frequently painting or repairing items throughout 
the mansion. Al and Debbie are the team that plants and cares for the flowers on the patio, and other volunteers 
water the plants throughout the growing season.

After some rentals, repairs have had to be made on parts of the mansion. The new door on the east porch was 
damaged at one rental and at another rental someone damaged the lock on a door. As to be expected with large 
gatherings, there is occasionally minor damage throughout the mansion, making repairs such as these continuous. 

 Another improvement made by Board Member John Barndt and rental coordinator Vicky Geer was to obtain a 
charge card reader, which provided more options for customers to pay for their events. The Board voted to require 
a police officer at every rental except funerals, wedding rehearsals, and business meetings. This ensures the safety 
of both the guests and the Henn Mansion.

 In 2016, balcony lights were purchased and installed. Al and Debbie have recently found a 1920’s Romance 
Revival chandelier to replace the ceiling fan on the second floor. Currently, Al and the Board are awaiting the 
completion of the basement grate repairs or replacements, as it appears a problem exists 
of where the Euclid High welding students can perform this work. In addition, the Board is 
still looking for a new Office Administrator, formerly called House Manager, and Rosemarie 
Wright was elected to the Board and elected Secretary.

Ginny Petrie has re-named the Flea Market to Tag and Treasure Sale. She continues 
to collect items for the sale throughout the year and also operates a sale of holiday items 
during the Wednesday evening tours and rental operations. Charlene Mancuso and Frank 
Hoffert spent many days working on a revision of the by-laws of the Board and the revised 
by-laws were accepted by the Board this past September. In October all Board members 
signed a Conflict of Interest Statement. 

Hopefully, this brief summary of recent Henn Board achievements has been of inter-
est to you and if you would like to learn more about such activities, please attend a Board 
meeting on the second Monday of any month at 7:00 p.m. You may find it so interesting 
that you will consider becoming a Board member. 



The Vanishing Henn Mansion Sign by Allen Lewis

Sandy Post James Rebol
Kate Hostetter David Speck
Leonor Snowe Fayne Copeland

2018 Henn
Membership Drive
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The October Board Meeting of The Friends of the Henn Mansion brought about a shocking awareness that the entry 
address sign of the Henn Mansion had disappeared. The only person aware of it, Rosemarie, asked what happened to 
the sign. After some discussion, we were left with no answer to the question. The next few days, there were emails 
back and forth with Kristal Grida [assistant to the Mayor who always proves helpful], she too, was perplexed, but stated 
she would check with various city departments to see what may have happened. A little 
over two weeks went by before she informed me it was spotted in the corner of the city 
garage in pieces. At my request, they dropped it off at the Henn Mansion.

After viewing the two pieces and noting it had previously been repaired from a
similar break, I took it home and 
epoxied it back together. This went 
fairly well with the exception that
the center of the break had an
unexplained bulge that didn’t quite 
match up. A day later, when I was removing the hardware from the 
two empty posts, I spotted a clue. A few feet from the post lay an 
iron brake drum from the wheel of a car. Apparently, it struck the 
sign in the center causing it to bulge and snap in half. Even before 
the break, the sign was in dire 
need of fresh paint, but we 
approved the

purchase of a new sign at the November Board Meeting. That meant this was a 
temporary fix and with numerous fractures through it, the sign didn’t warrant 
a thorough paint job. Well it received one anyway so we will have a spare sign 
once the new one is complete. Debbie and I spent many November and
December days refreshing the tired paint. Now it looks good from far [and far 
from good], but it does shine!

2018 proved to be a very successful year for the Henn 
Mansion Membership Drive by adding a total of 18 new 

memberships to our ranks. In the last newsletter we listed 
twelve new members, and since then we have received 

six more!  It is always very exciting to have new members 
come aboard to help us achieve our goals. We would like 
to add the following names to our growing membership 

and thank them for joining in 2018:

Support in our community and beyond is very strong, 
and continues to grow. If you know a neighbor or 

friend you think would be interested in a membership, 
please bring them on board! 

Henn Mansion
Members Meeting

April 8, 2019
Doors open @ 6:30 pm.

Enjoy pastries & beverages.
Presentation by Elaine Murphy on the early days of the Henn.

You’re Invited!
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by Allen Lewis

Henn Mansion Summer Potluck by Debbie Lewis

Last August 27th was the annual summer potluck at the Henn. While the main dish 
was sandwiches provided by Sophie’s Catering, over 40 members brought very tasty and 
interesting dishes to share. The variety of the menu is always something to see and even 
better to sample. This year was no different. Attendees brought several different side dishes 
including macaroni, potato, corn, slaw, deviled eggs and baked beans just to name a few. 
There was also no shortage of desserts: potica, homemade pumpkin 
roll, Nancy Horvath’s popular blueberry cake, and an array of lemon 
squares, cakes, and brownies.

Not only was everyone well fed, but we were treated to an
excellent presentation on “The Euclid Waterfront Improvement
Plan-Phase II” with Mayor Kirsten Holzheimer-Gail and Allison 

Lukacsy-Love. Allison gave us a very informative and interesting progress report and slide
presentation on the lakefront trail development. As always, this drew a huge crowd of Henn Mansion 
members. We would like to thank Allison Lukacsy-Love, and Mayor Holzheimer-Gail for keeping our 
group updated. Let’s not forget Ginny Petrie and Vicky Geer for their wonderful decorating skills.

But, most importantly, Thank You to all of our wonderful bakers and cooks for making this a great 
summer event to remember.

Disassembled
chandelier prior to
cleaning and rewiring

Restored
chandelier with 

reproduction
painted bulbs

One of several original Romance
Revival tiles inserted in the

basement fireplace

Reassembled chandelier
with modern round bulbs

Detail of one of six ships

2018

 This antique 1920’s chandelier was 
purchased in a non-usable condition. 
Upon receiving it, I disassembled it 
completely. Being solid bronze, I was 
able to shine it up with a wire wheel, 
then buffed the metal surface and 
touched up the painted areas [referred 
to as polychrome]. I then rewired and
reassembled the entire light.
Reproduction 1920’s bulbs were 
purchased and used to show what the 
light would have looked like when it 
was new. In the future we may replace 
these with the clear bulbs, if additional 
light is needed or the clear bulbs have a 
more desirable appearance.



Friends
of the
Henn
Mansion Inc.
Board
Members

Officers
 President
  Allen Lewis
 Vice President
  Frank Hoffert
 Treasurers
  John Barndt
  Carole Price
 Secretary
  Rosemarie Wright

Board of Trustees
 Jim Fuertes
 Charlene Mancuso
 Charlotte Masterson
 Virginia Petrie

Honorary Trustees
 Dennis Berzinskas
 Martha Brennan
 Thomas Cooke
 June Daugherty
 Albert Hanes
 Robert Hanes
 Maryanne Hiti
 Roger Kelly
 Meg McGarry
 John Monroe
 Jean Reilly
 Robert Tilk
 John Vanas

Rental Coordinator
 Vicky Geer

Hostess Chair
 Chris Carter

The Mission of the Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc. 
is to preserve, maintain and ensure the continued

viability of the Henn Mansion as a resource to
the citizens and businesses of Euclid and the

surrounding communities. 

Mission Statement:

Mail form along with your check made payable to:
Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc., 23131 Lake Shore Blvd., Euclid, Ohio 44123

 Senior 65+ ($10) Lakefront Society ($250 - $499)

 Individual ($20) Historic Preservationist ($500 - $999)

 Family ($40) Mansion Benefactor ($1,000+)

 Capital Campaign (Over $50 includes membership)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

E-mail

Volunteer Opportunities: Board Member Hostess
  Tag & Treasure Sale                 Events set up & tear down

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Friends of the Henn Mansion, Inc.

Henn Mansion
Annual Tag & Treasure Sale
Earliest Birds, April 26th @ 3 pm - 5 pm $10 entry fee

Early Birds, April 26th @ 6 pm - 8 pm $5 entry fee
April 27th all day flock flies in for FREE 9 am - 4 pm

Bring this coupon (No Photocopies, Please) for 50% off entry
Coupon good for up to two admissions
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Your membership expires on the date shown on 
your address label. It’s easy to renew, just use the 
form on page 7. If there are no changes to your 
personal information, just check the appropriate 
membership and mail with your check.

                    Thank you for your support!

TIME TO RENEW

RENT A MANSION
Henn Mansion Rentals are available.

Call 216-731-5060
or

Stop by Wednesday Evenings from
7-9 pm

2019 EVENTS

March 11th Board Meeting, 7 pm
April 8th Members Meeting, 6:30 pm
April 26th Tag & Treasure Sale Preview
April 27th Tag & Treasure Sale, 9 am - 4 pm
May 13th Board Meeting, 7 pm
June 10th Board Meeting, 7 pm
July 8th Board Meeting, 7 pm
August 12th Potluck, 6 pm
September 9th Board Meeting, 7 pm
October 14th Board Meeting, 7 pm
November 11th Board Meeting, 7 pm
December 9th Board Meeting, 7 pm

Address Service Requested
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